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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRN, IN 

SUBJECT: AVIATION SAFETY IN INDIA 
REF: NEW DELHI 8500 

1. ARTICLE REFERRED TO IN REFTEL APPEARED IN THE 
OBSERVER, SUNDAY, JULY 22, AND IS QUOTED BELOW. 

"A TOTAL BAN ON FLIGHTS IN AND OUT OF INDIA MAY BE 
IMPOSED BY THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF AIRLINE PILOTS 
BECAUSE OF COMPLAINTS FROM AIRLINER CAPTAINS ABOUT SAFETY 
AT THE MAIN AIRPORTS, PARTICULARLY NEW DELHI AND CALCUTTA. 
THE COMPLAINTS CAME TO A HEAD LAST WEEK WHEN ONLY GOOD 
FORTUNE AND GOOD SENSE BY A PILOT AVOIDED A MAJOR DISAS- 
TER TO A QANTAS BOEING 707. THE AUSTRALIAN JET, ON FINAL 
DESCENT TO NEW DELHI THROUGH DENSE, LOW CLOUDS, WAS 
MAKING AN INSTRUMENT LANDING. ONLY SECONDS BEFORE IT 
WOULD HAVE BEEN TOO LATE TO ABORT THE LANDING THE PILOT 
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SYSTEM (ILS) WAS INDICATING A WRONG ANGLE OF APPROACH, 

AND HE WAS FORCED TO MAKE A LAST MINUTE VISUAL TOUCHDOWN. 
QANTAS HAS PROTESTED TO THE INDIAN AUTHORITIES ABOUT MAL- 
FUNCTIONING EQUIPMENT AND WRONG INFORMATION GIVEN TO THE 
PILOT. WHAT ESPECIALLY WORRIES PILOTS IS THAT THE QANTAS 
INCIDENT OCCURRED ONLY SIX WEEKS AFTER AN INDIAN AIRLINES 
BOEING 737 CRASHED ON ITS APPROACH TO NEW DELHI, WITH THE 
LOSS OF 48 LIVES, IN SIMILAR CIRCUMSTANCES. A FULL DOS- 
SIER IS BEING SENT TO THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF 
AIRLINE PILOTS BY AIRCREW WHO ARE UNHAPPY ABOUT THE SITUA- 
TION. ONE PILOT HAS SAID THAT HE HAS HAD PERSONAL 

EXPERIENCE 15 TO 20 TIMES' OF NAVIGATIONAL AIDS GOING 
WRONG." 

ANNENBERG 
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